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Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 2, 2026



Introduction of Maundy Thursday
This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. 

Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.



Service of Holy Communion



Prelude 

Welcome 

^ Confession and Forgiveness

P	Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

P	Most merciful God,
C	we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P	Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
C	Amen

^ Gathering Song 	Where Charity and Love Prevail 	                      ELW 359

^ Greeting

P	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C	And also with you.

^ Prayer of the Day 

A	Let us pray.
Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.
 

First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death.

1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 

11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
 14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

The Word of the LORD. 
Thanks be to God.


Psalm: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

 1I love the Lord, who has | heard my voice,
  and listened to my | supplication,
 2for the Lord has given | ear to me
  whenev- | er I called.
 12How shall I re- | pay the Lord
  for all the good things God has | done for me?
 13I will lift the cup | of salvation
  and call on the name | of the Lord. 
 14I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord
  in the presence of | all God’s people.
 15Precious in your | sight, O Lord,
  is the death | of your servants.
 16O Lord, truly I | am your servant;
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from my bonds.
 17I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving
  and call upon the name | of the Lord.
 18I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord
  in the presence of | all God’s people,
 19in the courts of | the Lord’s house,
  in the midst of you, | O Jerusalem. 


Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future.

23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The Word of the LORD. 
Thanks be to God.

^ Gospel Acclamation							ELW Setting 10
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^ Gospel Reading       John 13:1-17, 31-35

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one other.

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”  “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
Jesus returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

The Gospel of Our Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Message 

^ Hymn of the Day		Let Us Break Bread Together			ELW 471	

^ Prayers of the Church 

A	Hear us, O God.
C	Your mercy is great.
 
A	We pray to you, O God, in the name of the one who endured the cross, 
forgives our sin, and feeds us at his table, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C	Amen.

^ Share the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

^ Offertory											ELW 186
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^ Offering Prayer

P	God of mercy and grace, 
All	the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

^ Prayer at the Table

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . .  and join their unending hymn:

^ Holy, Holy, Holy									Setting 10
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^ Thanksgiving at the Table 

P	We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth.	

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P	With hearts full of memories and hopes, 
we break this bread and share this cup,
remembering the death and resurrection of Christ, 
and his promise to be with us always as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
C	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

^ Lord’s Prayer

P 	Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

	Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Holy Communion 

P	There is a place for you at the table. All of you are welcome here.
^ Lamb of God									Setting 10
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^ Prayer after Communion

P	The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C	Amen.

A	Let us pray. 
Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C	Amen.

Choral Anthem 		“Who Is That Man”				Shepherd’s Choir


The congregation departs in silence.

This evening’s service does not conclude with a benediction; it continues tomorrow with the Good Friday Liturgy at 6:30 p.m. We invite you to enter and depart the sanctuary in silence throughout these holy days.
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Good Friday Service
Friday, April 3, 2026



Introduction of Good Friday
Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion account, Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. 

We depart silently, and we anticipate the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil.


Service of the Word and Prayer



Prelude 

Welcome

^ Prayer of the Day

P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

P	Almighty God, 
C	look with loving mercy on your family, 
for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, 
to be given over to the hands of sinners, 
and to suffer death on the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

^ Gathering Hymn 	O Sacred Head, Now Wounded    		ELW 351

First Reading	Isaiah 53:1-12

4 Surely he has borne our infirmities
    and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
    struck down by God, and afflicted.
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions,
    crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
    and by his bruises we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;
    we have all turned to our own way,
and the Lord has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.

The Word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day		Psalm 22

  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
    Why are you so far from saving me,
    so far from my cries of anguish?
  My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
    by night, but I find no rest.

   Dogs surround me,
    a pack of villains encircles me;
    they pierce my hands and my feet.
   All my bones are on display;
    people stare and gloat over me.
   They divide my clothes among them
    and cast lots for my garment.

   But you, Lord, do not be far from me.
    You are my strength; come quickly to help me.
   Deliver me from the sword,
    my precious life from the power of the dogs.

Second Reading	Hebrews 10:15-22

15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” 17 and he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

19 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading	The Passion of Christ According to the Gospel of Matthew

Handouts are available for the Gospel Reading.
Mid-reading, we will sing Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed #337.

^ Hymn of the Day 	Were You There      			ELW	353
Bidding Prayer

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.
By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world.
Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name,
and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for our bishops, Eaton and Hutterer, for our pastors, and for all servants of the church.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy.
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors,
other ministers, and lay leaders.
Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church,
and help each of us in our various vocations
to do faithfully the work to which you have called us.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church.
Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism.
Give them new birth as your children,
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity.
Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son.
Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith,
and keep us united in the fellowship of love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.


Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses.
Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own
may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace
all those who call out to you under different names.
Bring an end to inter-religious strife,
and make us more faithful witnesses
of the love made known to us in your Son.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity
so that all may long to know you and find peace in you.
Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace
in the world and in the lives of Christians,
and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
you are the creator of a magnificent universe.
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care
and bring all things to fulfillment in you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
you are the champion of the poor and oppressed.
In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority,
so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom,
and a share in the goodness of your creation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us pray for those in need.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
you give strength to the weary
and new courage to those who have lost heart.
Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers,
free those unjustly deprived of liberty,
and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease.
Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble,
that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.
	Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Procession of the Cross (spoken three times)

Behold the life-giving cross,
on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come, let us worship him.
After a brief silence, the presiding minister continues.
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Special Music		In God’s Love				Keith LaShier and Lisa Maroni

All depart in silence.

Worshipers may come to the cross to make a sign of reverence. 
Reverencing the cross may include actions such as pausing before the cross, bowing, 
kneeling before it for prayer, or touching it.
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