Welcome to Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church
Sun City, Arizona
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Service of Holy Communion

All Saints Day
October 31 and November 1, 2026

Mission Statement

To be a congregation that puts the love of Christ into action from one generation to another
and from our community to our world.



Order of Worship

+ denotes please stand in body or spirit.

Prelude

Words of Welcome

+ Confession and Forgiveness

P In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins unto God our

Father, beseeching him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P | said, | will confess my transgressions to the Lord.
C And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P To you, O God,

C all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins.
Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

P The Almighty and merciful God grant unto you, being penitent, pardon and remission of all
your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of his Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



+ Gathering Hymn For All the Saints #422

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

3 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine,
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

5 The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful servants cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

7 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:

Alleluia! Alleluia!

+ Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
o And also with you.



+ Kyrie Page 147

A In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

A For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C Amen, amen.

+ Hymn of Praise Page 149

A This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

whose blood set us free to be people of God.

Power and riches and wisdom and strength,

and honor and blessing and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.

Alleluia. Alleluia.

+ Prayer of the Day

A The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(@]

A Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of
faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those
who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



First Reading Revelation 7:9-17

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 34:1-10, 22

Y1 will bless the Lorb at all times; the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.
1 will glory in the Lorb; let the lowly hear and rejoice.
® Proclaim with me the greatness of the LoRD; let us exalt God’s name together.
“1 sought the Lorp, who answered me and delivered me from all my terrors.
> Look upon the Lorp and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed.
°1 called in my affliction, and the Lorp heard me

and saved me from all my troubles.
’The angel of the LorD encamps around those who fear the LoRD

and delivers them.
% Taste and see that the LorD is good; happy are they who take refuge in God!
? Fear the LoRD, you saints of the LorD, for those who fear the Lorp lack nothing.
The lions are in want and suffer hunger,

but those who seek the Lorp lack nothing that is good.
20 Lorp, you redeem the life of your servants,

and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.

Second Reading 1John 3:1-3

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

+ Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Iu - 1a.

+ Gospel Reading Matthew 5:1-12
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Message

+ Hymn of the Day Blest Are They #728

+ Apostles’ Creed

A With the whole Church let us confess our faith.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead and buried:
He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit; The Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; The
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Gathered Community

Each petition ends: A God, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of

Jesus, your beloved.
C Amen.

+ Share the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Choir Anthem Pie Jesu by Tom Shelton Shepherd’s Choir



+ Offertory
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+ Prayer at the Table

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

o We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P

By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to run
the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory.

And so, with Marcella Haught, Linda McClentic, Nancy LeVander, Lois Goetz, Lynda
Ingraham, Connie Jones, Erna Anderson and all the saints we name aloud or silently,
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:

_‘_
a fore-taste of the feast

to come.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. All creation sings your praise. Sun, moon, and stars reflect your
glory. Mountains, lakes, and forests declare your wonders. With saints through the ages we
ponder the mystery of Christ’s dying and rising.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Christis ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.

At this table make us your body. Form us to be people of justice and peace. Fill us with
gratitude and generosity that we may bear the fruit of love in word and deed.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P There is a place for everyone at the Lord’s table. All of you are welcome.

All wafers are gluten free. Wine is red. Juice is gold.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



+ Post Communion Blessing and Canticle

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-In- ia. Al- le-Iu - ia.

+ Post Communion Prayer and Sending of Communion

A Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.

We pray especially for our Eucharistic ministers who go forth to share the gifts of this meal
with our sisters and brothers who are sick, homebound, or isolated. May those who carry
these holy gifts, and all who receive them, know the comfort of your presence and the
strength of our shared faith.

Make us all living signs of your healing, grace, and love, following the way of Jesus, in
whose name we pray.

C Amen.
+ Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.



+ Sending Hymn Shall We Gather at the River #423
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I Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing wup its sil - ver spray,

3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’'ry bur-den down;

4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.
+ Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude



