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   Welcome to Shepherd of the Desert                                                                                            
 Evangelical Lutheran Church                                              

Sun City, AZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Eighteenth Week after Pentecost 

  September 27, 2026 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 

"To be a congregation that puts the Love of Christ into action from one generation to 

another and from our community to our world".  
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╬ Please stand in body or spirit. 

 

Preludes   
 

 

Words of Welcome  
  
 

╬  Confession and Forgiveness  
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                 

C Amen 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
 you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our 
 sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.                               
C Amen 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.                                                                        
 Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
 done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in new
 ness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strength-
en you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C Amen 
 

 

Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
 you all.                                                                                                                                                                 
C And also with you. 
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╬  Gathering Hymn Come, Thou Almighty King     ELW # 408 

 

 Prayer of the Day  

A  The Lord be with you.                                                                                                                                
C  And also with you.  

 God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, 
 keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32        Pew Bible 
 

L  The word of the Lord                                                                                                                                 
C  Thanks be to God                                                                                          
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The Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9  
 

 1 To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4 Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths.  
 5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6 Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 
 8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9 You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way.  
 

 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13        Pew Bible 
 

L  The word of the Lord                                                                                                                                       
C  Thanks be to God                                                                                                                       
 

 

╬ Gospel Acclamation          Setting 4 

 

 



 5 

  

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32          Pew Bible 
 

P  The Gospel of Our Lord                                                                                                                                                         
C  Thanks be to God 
 

Message   
 

 

╬ Hymn of the Day  Here I Am, Lord        ELW # 574 
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╬ Apostles Creed  
 

A  With the whole church let us confess our faith  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,                                                                                                         
 creator of heaven and earth.                                                                                                                             
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.                                                                                                
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit                                                                                   
 and born of the virgin Mary.                                                                                                                         
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,                                                                                                             
 was crucified, died, and was buried.                                                                                                         
 He descended into hell.                                                                                                                             
 On the third day he rose again.                                                                                                                
 He ascended into heaven,                                                                                                                        
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                                                                            
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.                                                                                    
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                                                
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,                                                                               
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,                                                                             
 and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

 

Prayers of the Gathered Community  

Each petition ends with: 
 

A  Hear us, O God.     

C  Your mercy is great.  

A  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior.    

C  Amen. 
 

╬ Share the Peace 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                                                     
C And also with you. 
 

 

Offering Music      
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╬ Offertory             ELW 182  

 

 

╬ Prayer at the Table  
 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                                                                        
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                                                                              
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                                                              
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right . . .  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,                                               
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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╬ Holy, Holy, Holy           Setting 4  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

With hearts full of memories and hopes, we break this bread and share this cup, remembering the 
death and resurrection of Christ, and his promise to be with us always as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

╬ The Lord’s Prayer 
   

Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                                               
hallowed be thy name,                                                                                                        

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,                                                                                          
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                                 

Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                                            
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                               

as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                                 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,                                                                      

forever and ever. Amen.                                                                                                      
 

 



 9 

 

 

Invitation to Communion   

 

P There’s a place for everyone at the table. All are welcome here. 
 

 

╬ Lamb of God                                                                           Setting 4                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

╬  Post-Communion Blessing  
 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.                              
C  Amen 
 

 

╬   Post Communion Prayer and Sending of Communion and Ventana Winds 
 

A Let us pray.  
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed 
with one heavenly food. 

O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless those who 
now leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers who are 
homebound. May they, and those they visit, be sustained by the love and prayers of this 
community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

╬ Blessing  
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.                                                                                                                       
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.                                                                              

 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

A  Amen  
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╬ Sending Hymn  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty    ELW # 858 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

╬ Dismissal 
 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.                                                                                                                                      
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   
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     Shepherd of the Desert Announcements                                                                                                                             
 

Monday Morning Bible Study 10:00 a.m. in the Founders Room. 

Remember to bring your Bible and a beverage. We will be reading the lessons for the 
upcoming weekend services.  

FREE First Wednesday Bingo First Wednesday of every month  through 
November. Fellowship, food, bingo and Prizes. October 7th at 5 p.m. in Walton Hall. 
Please make sure to sign up so we can plan for enough food Oct. Bingo Night we will 
have Sloppy Joes Thank you!   

Paint Night October 14th at 5:30 p.m. Please make sure to sign up so we can 

plan on snacks and supplies. Bring a beverage there is snacks provided. 

Mission of the Month - September 2026 Justa Center Located at 

1001 W Jefferson Street, Phoenix, the Justa Center provides life-sustaining recourses, 
services, and support to assist homeless seniors on their path to housing and 
supportive services to help prevent seniors entering homelessness. 

Candy Donations for Trunk or Treat Trunk or Treat is on the 

Calendar for Oct. 28th.  If you would like to donate candy there are bins in the church 
office and the Narthex. Or you can note “Candy” on your offering envelope. This is a 
free event for the community.  Thank you for all you do to support it! 

                                                                                                                             

 
  
 

     

        

 

 
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

      Worship Times: Saturday at 4:00 p.m.  &  Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  

       Senior Pastor: Rev. John Maroni 

       Church Address: 11025 N 111th Ave. Sun City, AZ 85351 Phone: 623-933-1359 

      Website: www.sdaz.org  Email: Office - Kristen Wood Secretary: secretarysod1@gmail.com 


