Welcome to Shepherd of the Desert

Evangelical Lutheran Church
Sun City, AZ

Ninth Week after Pentecost
July 26, 2026

Mission Statement

"To be a congregation that puts the Love of Christ into action from one generation to
another and from our community to our world".



1k Please stand in body or spirit.

Preludes

Words of Welcome

2= Confession and Forgiveness

P In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our
sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things
done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in new
ness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strength-
en you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

C Amen

Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C And also with you.



1= Gathering Hymn God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind ELW # 400
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past these walls your peo - ple send! Sweep us in - to cost - ly ser-vice,
let your flam -1ing Spir - it surge! Where de-ceit con-ceals in - jus- tice,
for earth’s heal - ing  set us free! Crum-ble walls that still di-vide us;
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there with Christ to bear the cross, there with Christ to bear the cross!
kin - dle us to speak your truth, kin - dle us to  speak your truth!
make us one in Christ our Lord, make us one in Christ our Lord!
claim us for your king-dom’s work, claim us for  your king-dom’s work!

2~ Prayer of the Day

A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into
your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the
life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 Pew Bible

L The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God



Psalm 119:129-136

129 Your de- | crees are wonderful;
therefore | obey them with | all my heart.
'30When your word is opened ! it gives light;
it gives understanding | to the simple.
311 open my I mouth and pant
because | long for | your commandments.
2 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,
as you always do to those who | love your name.
133 Order my footsteps ! in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion | over me.
134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and | will keep | your commandments.
135 Let your face shine up- 1 on your servant
and teach | me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed | streams of tears,
because people do not | keep your teaching.

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 Pew Bible
L The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God
1 Gospel Acclamation Setting 4
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Gospel: Matthew Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Pew Bible
P The Gospel of Our Lord
C Thanks be to God
Message
1k Hymn of the Day Let Us Break Bread Together ELW # 471
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our  knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our  knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our  knees.
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sun, O Lord, have on me.

mer-cy



1= Apostles Creed

A With the whole church let us confess our faith

C | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Gathered Community

Each petition ends with:

A God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

A Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

1~ Share the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Offering Music




1k Offertory ELW 182
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

2k Prayer at the Table

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right . . . And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



1k Holy, Holy, Holy Setting 4
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Ho - ly. ho - ly, ho - 1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,

in the name ol the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

With hearts full of memories and hopes, we break this bread and share this cup, remembering the
death and resurrection of Christ, and his promise to be with us always as we proclaim the mystery
of faith.

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

3= The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

P There’s a place for everyone at the table. All are welcome here.
2 Lamb of God Setting 4
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

1= Post-Communion Blessing

P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

1= Post Communion Prayer and Sending of Communion and Ventana Winds

A Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed
with one heavenly food.
O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless those who
now leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers who are
homebound. May they, and those they visit, be sustained by the love and prayers of this
community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
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1r Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.

A Amen



1 Sending Hymn This Is My Father’s World ELW # 824
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
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rocks and ftrees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.

Lord is king, let heav - en
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7r Dismissal

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!
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Shepherd of the Desert Announcements
MQnda;LMQming_Bihle_Sj:udy 10:00 a.m. in the Founders Room. Remember

to bring your Bible and a beverage. We will be reading the lessons for the upcoming
weekend services.

First Wednesday Bingo First Wednesday of every month through
November. Fellowship, food, bingo and Prizes. August 5th at 5PM in Walton Hall. We

are having Pizza this Bingo Night! Please make sure to sign up so we can plan for
enough food. Thank you!

P_aint_Night August 12th at 5:30 p.m. in Walton Hall .Please make sure to sign up
so we can plan snacks and supplies. Bring a beverage, snacks are provided.

Mission of the Month - July 2026 Lutheran Disaster Response LDR

helps People whose lives have been disrupted by the disasters in the
United States and around the world

Richard Weidman 7/25
Phillip Mcllveen 7/27
Kris Simons 7/28

Worship Times: Saturday at 4:00 p.m. & Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Senior Pastor: Rev. John Maroni

Church Address: 11025 N 111th Ave. Sun City, AZ 85351 Phone: 623-933-1359
Website: www.sdaz.org Email: Office - Kristen Wood Secretary: secretarysodl@gmail.com
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