Welcome to Shepherd of the Desert

Evangelical Lutheran Church
Sun City, AZ
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FEighth Week after Pentecost
July 18, 19, 2026

Mission Statement

"To be a congregation that puts the Love of Christ into action from one generation to
another and from our community to our world".



1k Please stand in body or spirit.

Preludes

Words of Welcome

2= Confession and Forgiveness

P In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our
sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things
done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in new
ness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strength-
en you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

C Amen

Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C And also with you.



1= Gathering Hymn Come, Thou Almighty King ELW # 408
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1 Come,thou al - might - y King, help us thy name to sing;
2 Come, thou in - car - nate Word, mer - ci- ful, might - y Lord;
3 Come, ho - ly Com - fort - er, thy sa-cred wit - ness bear
4 To  thee, great One in Three, e - ter-nal prais - es be
) | — |
¢ . f' ¢ —3 o . ,"
J ¢ ! !
help us to praise; Fa - ther all - glo - ri-ous, o'er all vic -

our prayer at - tend. Come and thy peo - ple bless, and give thy
in  this glad hour!  Thou who al - might -y art, rule now in

hence ev - er - more!  Thy sov-’reign maj - es -ty may we in
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to - ri-ous, come and reign o - ver us, An-cient of  Days.

word suc-cess, and let thy righ - teous-ness on us de - scend.
ev - 'ty heart, nev - er from us  de-part, Spir-it of pow'.
glo - ry see, and to e - ter - ni -ty love and a - dore.

2= Prayer of the Day

A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 Pew Bible

L The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God



Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17

' Teach me your way, O LORD, and | will walk I in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name.
21 will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart,
and glorify your name for- | evermore.
“For great is your I love toward me;
you have delivered me from the I pit of death.
'“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my life;
they have not set you be- | fore their eyes.
'5But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth.
' Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid.
'7Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me.

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 Pew Bible

L The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God

1 Gospel Acclamation Setting 4
© — *
Al -le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.



Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 Pew Bible

P The Gospel of Our Lord
C Thanks be to God

Message
3k Hymn of the Day Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross ELW # 335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a pre - cious foun-tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing  ev - er,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn-ing star  sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with 1its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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till my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er



1= Apostles Creed

A With the whole church let us confess our faith

C | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Gathered Community

Each petition ends with:

A God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

A Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

1~ Share the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Offering Music




1k Offertory ELW 182
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

2k Prayer at the Table

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right . . . And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



1k Holy, Holy, Holy Setting 4
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Ho - ly. ho - ly, ho - 1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,

in the name ol the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

With hearts full of memories and hopes, we break this bread and share this cup, remembering the
death and resurrection of Christ, and his promise to be with us always as we proclaim the mystery
of faith.

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

3= The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

P There’s a place for everyone at the table. All are welcome here.
2 Lamb of God Setting 4
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

1= Post-Communion Blessing

P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

1= Post Communion Prayer and Sending of Communion and Ventana Winds

A Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed
with one heavenly food.
O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless those who
now leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers who are
homebound. May they, and those they visit, be sustained by the love and prayers of this
community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
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1r Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.

A Amen



2k Sending Hymn On Eagle’s Wings ELW # 787
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You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
who abide in this shadow for life,

say to the Lord: "My refuge,

my rock in whom | trust!"

Refrain

And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,

make you to shine like the sun,

and hold you in the palm of his hand.

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
and famine will bring you no fear;

under God's wings your refuge,

with faithfulness your shield. Refrain

You need not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day;

though thousands fall about you,

near you it shall not come. Refrain

For to the angels God's given a command
to guard you in all of your ways;

upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Final refrain

And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,

make you to shine like the sun,

and hold you in the palm of his hand;

and hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.

AL n: .
7r Dismissal

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

10



Shepherd of the Desert Announcements
MQnda;LMQming_Bihle_Sj:udy 10:00 a.m. in the Founders Room. Remember

to bring your Bible and a beverage. We will be reading the lessons for the upcoming
weekend services.

Game_Night July 24th at 6:00 p.m. in the Founders Room. We will have Trivia
Night for this Game Night. Snacks provided but bring a beverage of your choice.

Pancake Breakfast july 25th 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in Walton Hall. The price is
right FREE!"! This is a free breakfast for the community and S.O.D.

First Wednesday Bingo First Wednesday of every month through
November. Fellowship, food, bingo and Prizes. August 5th at 5PM in Walton Hall.
We are having Pizza this Bingo Night! Please make sure to sign up so we can plan for

enough food. Thank you!

Mission of the Month - July 2026 Lutheran Disaster Response
LDR helps People whose lives have been disrupted by the disasters in the

United States and around the world

Kathy Dittmer 7/19
Fred Hansen 7/20
Alan Lester 7/22

Worship Times: Saturday at 4:00 p.m. & Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Senior Pastor: Rev. John Maroni

Church Address: 11025 N 111th Ave. Sun City, AZ 85351 Phone: 623-933-1359
Website: www.sdaz.org Email: Office - Kristen Wood Secretary: secretarysodl@gmail.com
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