Welcome to Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church
Sun City, Arizona

Service of Holy Communion

First Sunday in Advent
November 29, 2026

Mission Statement

To be a congregation that puts the love of Christ into action from one generation to another
and from our community to our world.



Order of Worship

+ denotes please stand in body or spirit.

Prelude

Words of Welcome

+ Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
creator of the stars of night,
companion at the welcome table,
breath over the deep waters.

Amen.
P Holy and gracious God,
o we confess that we have sinned against you this day.

Some of our sin we know—

the thoughts and words and deeds

of which we are ashamed—

but some is known only to you.

In the name of Jesus Christ we ask forgiveness.
Deliver and restore us,

that we may rest in peace.

Amen.

P By the mercy of God
we are united with Jesus Christ,
in whom we are forgiven.
We rest now in the peace of Christ
and rise each morning to serve.
C Amen.



+ Gathering Hymn Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers #244
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 QOur hope and ex-pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’'er this be- night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
+ Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



+ Kyrie Page 203
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer

2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.

3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!
+ Hymn of Praise Page 204
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a - bove;

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

G

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



+ Prayer of the Day

A The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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A Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

1You have been gracious to your ! land, O Lord;
you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob.
2You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people
and blotted out ! all their sins.
& will listen to what the Lord | God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
?Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell ! in our land.
10 steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have ! kissed each other.
11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12The Lord will indeed ! grant prosperity,
and our land will ! yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go be- ! fore the Lord
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



+ Gospel Acclamation
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Al-1le - Iu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le -lu - ia
+ Gospel Reading Mark 1:1-8
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Message
+ Hymn of the Day To Be Your Presence #546
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1 To be your pres-ence is our mis - sion here, to show com -
2 To be your pres-ence is our mis - sion bold, to feed the
3 To be your pres-ence is our mis - sion blest, to speak for
4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your
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pas-sion’s face and lis - t'ning ear, to be your heart of mer - cy
poor and shel-ter home-less cold, to be your hands of jus - ftice,
all the bro-ken and op - pressed, to be your voice of hope, your
peo -ple is our call and choice, and in this mis -sion we, the
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ev - er near,
right up - hold, al - le - lu - jal
love  ex - pressed,
church, re - joice,



+ Apostles’ Creed

A With the whole Church let us confess our faith.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead and buried:
He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit; The Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; The
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Gathered Community

Each petition ends: A God, in your mercy,
o receive our prayer.
A Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of

Jesus, your beloved.
C Amen.

+ Share the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
o And also with you.



+ Offertory
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing.  Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of all; u-
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

+ Prayer at the Table
P The Lord be with you.
o And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
o It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also
make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty
of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into
the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christis ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.

At this table make us your body. Form us to be people of justice and peace. Fill us with
gratitude and generosity that we may bear the fruit of love in word and deed.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P There is a place for everyone at the Lord’s table. All of you are welcome.

All wafers are gluten free. Wine is red. Juice is gold.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



+ Post Communion Blessing and Canticle

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let ev-’ry-one who seeks the Lord re- joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re- calls his prom - is- es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-In- ia. Al- le-Iu - ia.

+ Post Communion Prayer and Sending of Communion

A Providing God, you feed your flock like a shepherd and gather your people in your arms.

We pray especially for our Eucharistic ministers who go forth to share the gifts of this meal
with our sisters and brothers who are sick, homebound, or isolated. May those who carry
these holy gifts, and all who receive them, know the comfort of your presence and the
strength of our shared faith.

As we leave your table, carry us near your heart; and send us with confidence in the way
of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.
+ Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.



+ Sending Hymn

The King Shall Come
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1 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to - rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on our race
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau - ty brings.
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when beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills and life to joy a-wakes.
but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.
the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo - ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.
+ Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude




