Welcome to Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church
Sun City, Arizona

Service of Holy Communion

24" Weekend after Pentecost
November 7 and 8, 2026

Mission Statement

To be a congregation that puts the love of Christ into action from one generation to another
and from our community to our world.



Order of Worship

+ denotes please stand in body or spirit.

Prelude

Words of Welcome

+ Confession and Forgiveness

P In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins unto God our

Father, beseeching him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P | said, | will confess my transgressions to the Lord.
C And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P To you, O God,

C all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins.
Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

P The Almighty and merciful God grant unto you, being penitent, pardon and remission of all
your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of his Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



+ Gathering Hymn Gather Us In #532
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way;
yearn for your face;

see in this space our

we have been sung through -

fears and our dream-ings

out all of his - try,

bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is  the king - dom, and now is the day.
0 u
DA . ITY \ ] I \
L & ! " | T N I I N ! " | T N
—T— i — i | A | | | | 0
S e ’ P —
-
Gath-er wus in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er wus 1in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
Q #Il I T 1 | i I I I lI\
6., : e e s
. ; .
blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
0 u
)" 4. 1T | ] |
' ' I — I I i i
: .., R A T
we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

+ Greeting
P
C

And also with you.



+ Kyrie Page 147

A In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

A For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C Amen, amen.

+ Hymn of Praise Page 149

A This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

whose blood set us free to be people of God.

Power and riches and wisdom and strength,

and honor and blessing and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.

Alleluia. Alleluia.

+ Prayer of the Day

A The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(@]

A O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



First Reading Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20

Y The beginning of wisdom is the most sincere desire for instruction,
and concern for instruction is love of wisdom,

2 and love of wisdom is the keeping of wise laws,
and giving heed to wise laws is assurance of immortality,

9and immortality brings one near to God;
050 the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

+ Gospel Acclamation
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Al-1le - Iu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le -

+ Gospel Reading Matthew 25:1-13

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Message

u

1a.




+ Hymn of the Day When Peace Like a River #785
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1 When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, Ilet
3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glo - ri-ous thought; my
4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
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sor - rows like sea bil - lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I
clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it is  well, it is  well with my soul.

help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de -scend; e - ven so it s well  with my soul.
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul,
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+ Apostles’ Creed

A With the whole Church let us confess our faith.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead and buried:
He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit; The Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; The
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Gathered Community

Each petition ends: A God, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of

Jesus, your beloved.
C Amen.

+ Share the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
o And also with you.



+ Offertory
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing.  Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of all; u-
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

+ Prayer at the Table
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to run
the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory.
And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. All creation sings your praise. Sun, moon, and stars reflect your
glory. Mountains, lakes, and forests declare your wonders. With saints through the ages we
ponder the mystery of Christ’s dying and rising.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Christis ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.

At this table make us your body. Form us to be people of justice and peace. Fill us with
gratitude and generosity that we may bear the fruit of love in word and deed.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P There is a place for everyone at the Lord’s table. All of you are welcome.

All wafers are gluten free. Wine is red. Juice is gold.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



+ Post Communion Blessing and Canticle

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-In- ia. Al- le-Iu - ia.

+ Post Communion Prayer and Sending of Communion

A Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.

We pray especially for our Eucharistic ministers who go forth to share the gifts of this meal
with our sisters and brothers who are sick, homebound, or isolated. May those who carry
these holy gifts, and all who receive them, know the comfort of your presence and the
strength of our shared faith.

Make us all living signs of your healing, grace, and love, following the way of Jesus, in
whose name we pray.

C Amen.
+ Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.



+ Sending Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness #733
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1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear
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shad-ow of turn-ing with  thee; thou chang-est  not, thy com -
stars in their cours-es a - bove join  with all na - ture in
pres-ence to  cheer and to guide; strength for  to - day and bright
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man - i - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
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Greatis thy faith-ful-ness! Great is thy  faith-ful-ness! Morn-ing by
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy  faith-ful-ness, Lord, un-to me.
+ Dismissal

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.



